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CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 1439 
EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJ: COVERT EVANGELISTS - NOT TERRORISTS 
REF A. NDJAMENA 2421 B. BAMAKO 3589 

1. AN ORIENTIAL BUSINESSMAN, PROBABLY JAPANESE, WHO REPORTEDLY 
SELLS TEA AND SPEAKS NO FRENCH AND VERY LITTLE ENGLISH 
ARRIVED COTONOU FEW WEEKS AGO TO JOIN TWO YOUNG WOMEN, AN 
AMERICAN CITIZEN AND A GERMAN CITIZEN, BOTH OF WHOM HAD ALREADY 
BEEN HERE APPROX 3 MONTHS. 
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2. AMCIT HAS HAD ONLY VERY LIMITED AND APPARENTLY CALCULATED 
STAND-OFFISH CONTACT WITH EMBASSY. HER ORIGINAL STORY WAS THAT 
SHE AND HER GERMAN FRIEND INTENDED TO SPEND SIX MONTHS HERE TO 
GET TO KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT WEST AFRICA IN GENERAL AND 
DAHOMEY IN PARTICULAR. SHE SAYS NEITHER OF THEM HAS HAD ANY 
PREVIOUS CONTACT WITH THIS PART OF THE WORLD. SHE CLAIMS 

TO HAVE WORKED AS AN AIRLINE TICKET AGENT PRIOR TO ' LEAVING 
IT ALL" TO SEE AFRICA. 

3. ALTHOUGH TRIO HAS NO VISIBLE MEANS OF SUPPORT, THEY HAVE 
RENTED HOUSE AND PURCHASED BICYCLES. 

4. DURING COURSE OF HER LAST CONTACT WITH EMBASSY, AMCIT 
MENTIONED THAT "SALE OF TEA" NOT GOING WELL IN DAHOMEY. MORE 
FAVORUBLE SITUATION EXISTED IN LAGOS AND ABIDJAN, WHERE REPS 
OF THE SAME (UNNAMED) COMPANY WERE ALSO LOCATED. SHE HINTED 
(THAT) SHE MIGHT BE PAYING VISIT SOON TO LOME TO LOOK OVER 
SITUATION THERE (THUS IMPLYING THAT THERE MIGHT NOT ALREADY 
BE COLLEAGUES IN THAT CAPITAL). ALTHOUGH BUSINESS PROSPECTS 
HERE WERE NOT PROMISING, SHE BELIEVED SHE WOULD REMAIN IN 
DAHOMEY ANOTHER 6 TO 9 MONTGS SINCE SHE HAD ENOUGH MONEY TO 
LIVE ON. SHE HAS MULTIPLE ENTRY TOURIST VISA. 

5. COMMENT: SIMILARITY BETWEEN THIS TRIO AND NDJAMENA TRIO 
BAMAKO PAIR IS STRIKING. IF THE TRIO HERE ATTEMPTS PROSELYTE 

OR CULTIVATE FRIENDHIPS AMONGH DAHOMEANS, THEY ARE LIKELY TO 
GET INTO TROUBLE WITH THE LOCAL SECURITY SERVICES, WHOSE 
ACTIVITIES HAVE INTENSIFIED CONSIDERABLY SINCE THE COMMUNIST 
AZONHIHO BECAME ACTING INTERIOR MIN THREE MONTHS AGO. SINCE 
WE SEE IN THEIR PRESENCE A POTENTIAL FOR EXPULSION AS "AGENTS 
OF CIA" WE ARE MAKING DISCREET EFFORTS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THEM. 
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